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October 17, 1995 Contact: Denise Horstman, ext. 262 

ART MUSEUM’S FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS EXPANDED 
FOR SECOND ANNUAL HOLIDAY CIRCLEFEST 

The Cleveland Museum of Art is once again joining with its University Circle neighbors to 
present the second annual Holiday CircleFest, a winter evening open house, from 5 to 9 pm on 
December 6, complete with music, seasonal food and drink, luminarias, and holiday shopping. In 
keeping with the theme of special lights and candles in the winter traditions of many cultures, the 
art museum’s main contribution to the evening’s events is a Festival of Lights, with lantern making 
workshops from 5 to 7:30 pm and storytelling from 6:30 to 8 pm, culminating in a lantern 
procession, led by a jazz band, at 8 pm. Seasonal music for organ, harpsichord, and voices will fill 
the air throughout the evening. Warm cider and gingerbread with whipped cream will be sold in 
the lobby, and the Museum Store will be open, including its special holiday shop of seasonal 
merchandise and gifts inspired by the ancient Christian art in the exhibition African Zion: The 
Sacred Art of Ethiopia. The events on December 6 require no registration or fees. 

In addition to free on-the-spot lantern making the night of CircleFest, popular demand 
for workshops to create fanciful illuminated sculpture has resulted in an adult studio series, 
"Sculpting for Light," taking place on four Thursday mornings: November 2, 9, 16, and 30, at 9:30- 
noon. A $40 fee covers supplies and instruction for all four sessions. 

Advance workshops for people of all ages take place as well: Sunday, November 26, at 3- 
4:30 pm; Wednesday, November 29, at 6:30-8 pm; and Sunday, December 3, at 3-4:30 pm. 
Registration for the series of three is $15 per individual, $25 per family; persons wishing to attend 
only one workshop pay $5 per individual or $10 per family. In these workshops, participants will 
make lanterns from punched tin or bamboo and paper, lit with tea candles. 

For further information about workshops or to register, call the museum’s education 
department at 216/421-7340, ext. 462. 

Participants in the free CircleFest evening workshop will create lanterns from rice paper. 
Before the lantern procession begins, storyteller Barbara Freeman Eady will tell traditional and 
contemporary myths and legends of the winter season from Ethiopia and around the world. The 
museum’s north entrance will be decorated with large lanterns created by museum staff and area 
artists. New among the museum’s plans this year is seasonal music performed by the museum’s 
own Karel Paukert, chief curator of musical arts, and Bruce Shewitz, associate curator of musical 
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arts, at the museum’s pipe organs and harpsichords; and the "Cantoris" quartet of Mary Kate 
Cross (soprano), Gary Jacoby (tenor/director); Oliver Sohngen (tenor), and Edward Powell (bass- 
baritone). In keeping with 93 FM/WZAK’s promotional support of African Zion: The Sacred Art 

of Ethiopia, the museum will host the WZAK Youth Choir, directed by Dale Edwards. 

♦ * * 

In addition to the Festival of Lights and seasonal music, the following events will be 
offered to art museum visitors during the evening of Holiday CircleFest: the 1940 comedy His Girl 
Friday, starring Cary Grant, Rosalind Russell, and Ralph Bellamy, will be shown at 7:30 pm 
(admission $4); the African Zion exhibition of eighty-five extraordinary manuscripts, icons, and 
crosses from the ancient Ethiopian Orthodox tradition (on view through January 7) will be open 
until the museum closes at 9:45 pm; a major traveling exhibition of drawings by Nicolas Poussin 
from the Royal Collection at Windsor Castle will also be on view (through January 24); the 
Museum Cafe will serve dinner and light snacks until 9 pm; and the Museum Store will have an 
area devoted to gifts children can afford for grown-ups. 

* Jk * 

Key presenters of Holiday CircleFest-all of which will be open free that evening-are 
(alphabetical order) the Cleveland Botanical Garden, the Cleveland Museum of Art, The 
Cleveland Institute of Art, The Cleveland Museum of Natural History, and The Western Reserve 
Historical Society, with the assistance of University Circle Incorporated. Cleveland Museum of 
Art admission is always free; for this evening, all institutions will be open free of charge. For 
more information about other Holiday CircleFest events, please contact Whitney F. Bohan at 
University Circle Incorporated: 216/791-3900. 

♦ ♦ * 

Holiday CircleFest is sponsored by Aetna Health Plans. Promotional support is courtesy of 
WKSU 89.7 FM, WDOK 102.1 FM, WRMR 850 AM, and Cleveland Parent. Additional 
contributions courtesy of American Greetings Corporation, Best Sand Corporation, Hillside Dairy, 
J&L Christmas Trees, and B&M Distributors. 
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